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O P E N  &  A F F I R M I N G  FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Faithful Follower 
Faith United Church of Christ 4850 SR 64 E, Bradenton, FL 34208     |      941-527-9767       |        faithchurchucc.com 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 1  

 
 

FROM YOUR MODERATOR   
 

    Happy New Year!  I for one am not sorry to be turning 

the page from 2020 to 2021.  The vaccines are promising 

and although there is still a sad road ahead, there is that 

light at the end of the tunnel. 

    Your Council has decided to continue to worship via 

zoom.  Council reviews this each month at their monthly 

meeting but at the December meeting it was decided not 

to go back to in-person worship until the rate of new 

infections drops below 5% in Manatee County.   

    2021 is not only bringing a new administration to the 

White House but Faith Church as well.  After three, one-

year terms as your Moderator, it was my decision not to 

seek a fourth one-year term.  Later this month at the 

Annual Meeting (01/31/21) you will be approving a new 

Moderator, a new Council-Secretary, a new Financial-

Secretary and a new Christian Education person.  The 

other Council positions you will be approving will be for 

those people continuing in their current position.  Currently 

every Council position, which includes the five Executive 

Council positions, has one person seeking your approval.  

At the Annual Meeting (01/31/21) I will ask if there are any 

nominations from the floor and if not, your new 2021 

Council will be approved without voting. 

     The names of those new and returning Council 

members will be in your Annual Report but in the mean 

time they are: Moderator (Executive Council) Connar Felix, 

Deputy-Moderator (Executive Council) Marge Kirchner, 

Council-Secretary (Executive Council) Sharon Cohoon, 

Financial-Secretary (Executive Council) Dorathy Gallo, 

Treasurer (Executive Council) Vicky Followell, Christian 

Education Richard Dilts, Community Outreach Linda 

VanBuskirk, Events Amy VanDell, Faith Care Ken Followell, 

Property PJ Widerman, Social Actions and Missions 

Barbara Brownell and Worship Sylvia Hull. 

    There is only one totally 'retiring' Council member and 

that is Judy Wetter.  I'm sure you join me in thanking Judy 

for her many years of service to Faith church and I'm sure 

you also join me in sending caring thoughts her way. 

    The Annual Meeting (01/31/21) will be held via zoom the 

same way church service is being held and the same way 

your church Council has been holding their meetings.  We 

might invite those few who have been attending church 

via their phone to be in the building but for the majority, 

the meeting will be held via zoom. 

     It is hope that your Annual Report will be available for 

you to view online or for you to print at your convenience 

by the 19th of January.  If you require a hard-copy please 

notify the church office and one will be made available to 

you.  It would be too costly to the church to send each 

household this report via the postal mail. 

     If you would like an item added to the Annual Meeting 

agenda, please let me know by noon on the 17th of 

January. 

     Of course 2020 has been a different kind of year but 

work continued at Faith church, work that could not be 

accomplished without the many volunteers Faith church 

has.  With the exception of the ministers, every Council 

member is a volunteer – thank you!  There is also those who 

serve on Faith's various committees – thank you!  A special 

thank you to Ken and Vicky Followell and PJ Widerman for 

their work on improving the church grounds – thank you!  

They can consider it a year on sabbatical but a thank you 

to our media person Bruce and our Sunday school teachers 

Earleen and Hatti – thank you! 

   I would be remiss if I didn't say thank you to you – thank 

you!  Thank you for allowing me the privilege and honor to 

be your Moderator these past three years.  For the most 

part my role as Moderator has been rewarding and a 

pleasure to serve.  Please give your new Moderator the 

same support that you have shown me. 

    Like I, Faith church's new Moderator will have their job 

made easier because of our fantastic husband-and-wife 

team of Ministers.  Brian and Jude have contributed so 

much to Faith church and have worked above-and-

beyond their call of duty.  During this 2020 year of 

uncertainty Faith church grew.  Just to name a couple, the 

church grew in membership and financially.  I personally 

feel that is because of our Bagley-Bonner team and I give 

them a big thank you – THANK YOU! 

    Now as I close my first Moderator's message of 2021 it is 

also my last.  I look forward to returning to worshiping with 

you inside the church but until  

then, stay strong, stay safe and  

stay healthy.   

Peace be with you. 

 

    Fondly, 

    Richard 
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W O R S H I P   

VOLUNTEERS  
for JANUARY 
 

J a n u a r y  3 ,  2 0 2 1  
Communion 

Scripture: Linda Van Buskirk  

 

J a n u a r y  1 0 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture: Mary West 

 

J a n u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture:  Jeff Felix 

 

J a n u a r y  2 4 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture:  Jean Cox  

 

J a n u a r y  3 1 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture:  Joan Sheehan  

 
If you would like to read 

scripture, please let us know!  

You can sign up by emailing: 

faithchurchucc@verizon.net 
 

 
 

 

The Faith United Church of Christ  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING is 

Sunday, January 31, 2021 

 

Inquirer's Class January 24  
Perhaps you have been attending Faith Church for some time but 

have never officially "joined," or perhaps you have only been 

around briefly but suspect this church is the right fit.  You are 

invited to an Inquirer's Class on Zoom on Sunday, January 24 at 

11:45 A.M.  We will look briefly at the history and current make-up 

of both Faith Church and the UCC, as well as at what makes both 

of those entities unique.  The class will last about an hour.  Those 

who decide to join will be received into membership the next, 

January 31, the day of our Annual Meeting.  We really hope you 

will come! 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

Dear Faith Family, 

Your generosity continues to amaze us.  Thank you so much for 

the "Love Offering" which we received on Christmas Eve, and 

which we really appreciate.  We haven't decided where it will go 

yet, but promise you that we will earmark it for something special.  

You are such a warm and generous church! 

With love, 

Pastors Brian and Jude 

 

Dear Congregation of Faith,  

I wanted to truly thank everyone who contributed to the 

Christmas Love Offering. Your generosity is very kind and helps so 

much. I really feel cared about as a staff member at Faith UCC. 

You are such a blessing to me and I love serving you as your 

Secretary.   

Thank you all so much! 

Love ~ Faith 

 

‘ROUND THE GROUNDS 
If any of you are looking to get outside and get some fresh air, 

there are things you can do at Faith UCC to help keep our lovely 

grounds looking spectacular. 

 

To name just a few: 

*Weeding gardens 

*Picking up trash 

*Pulling Potato Vines from around the Memorial Garden 

 

These are just some of the ongoing needs and you can make a 

difference while at the same time get some exercise. 🚶♀️🚶♂️ 

Thank you and I’ll see ya ‘round the grounds.  
    PJ 

SCRIPTURE READERS: 
 

Do want to attend worship in person?  Now 

there is a way for one person a week to be 

able to do that: sign up to be the scripture 

reader!  Just as the advent candle lighters 

participated from the sanctuary, we see no 

reason that the scripture readers couldn't do 

that as well.  If you don't feel comfortable 

coming in, or can't due to other reasons, 

you can still be a reader via Zoom.  It is 

reader's choice.  Please contact Faith you 

would like to join the Scripture Reader Team 

and be on the monthly email list of scripture 

volunteers (faithchurchucc@verizon.net). 

Then you will have a chance to be schedule 

month to month. Remember that when 

gathering, safety protocols will be in place 

like properly wearing a mask and social 

distancing. There is also a limit to 8 

individuals in the Sanctuary at one time.  

mailto:faithchurchucc@verizon.net
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 Socially Distanced Coffees 

We will continue our safe coffees (masks, social 

distancing, outside) in January.  Our first will be at 10 

am on Wednesday, January 6 at the church.  If it is 

cold, we will move into the sunlight near the entrance 

of the church to keep warm.   

 

The evening coffee event will be at Dorathy and 

Linda's pool area on Friday, January 22 at 7 pm.   

 

Please call or email the office to 

make a reservation as safety  

requires us to limit the  

number of folks who gather. 

 

DIRECTORY UPDATES!  
Please contact us with any updates like your 

anniversary, birthday, address, email, or 

phone! We would love to stay in touch with 

you and keep you in the know.  

 

Email the office at: 

faithchurchucc@verizon.net 

 

or call at: 

941-746-8890 

 

Church directories are  

available upon request. 

 

~ Faith 

Church Secretary  

 

Faith UCC Church Spring Book Study  
 

Tuesdays 6:30 on Zoom  

February 2- March 30 

 

Waking Up White by Debbie Irving 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

struggle to understand racism and racial tensions, she offers a fresh perspective on bias, stereotypes, 

manners, and tolerance. As Irving unpacks her own long-held beliefs about colorblindness, being a 

good person, and wanting to help people of color, she reveals how each of these well-intentioned 

mindsets actually perpetuated her ill-conceived ideas about race. She also explains why and how 

she's changed the way she talks about racism, works in racially mixed groups, and understands the 

antiracism movement as a whole. Exercises at the end of each chapter prompt readers to explore 

their own racialized ideas. 

 

Please obtain the book on your own. (Note they are only $13.96 on thriftbooks.com) Please read the 

introduction and first section “Childhood in White” for the first meeting.  This covers through page 26. 

 

Please pre-register for this group by emailing Judy Bagley-Bonner faithuccjbb@gmail.com or by 

contacting the church office at 941-746-8890 or through email, faithchurchucc@verizon.net.  

 

     For twenty-five years, Debby Irving sensed inexplicable racial 

tensions in her personal and professional relationships. As a 

colleague and neighbor, she worried about offending people she 

dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts administrator, she didn't 

understand why her diversity efforts lacked traction. As a teacher, 

she found her best efforts to reach out to students and families of 

color left her wondering what she was missing. Then, in 2009, one 

"aha " moment launched an adventure of discovery and insight. 

Waking Up White is the book Irving wishes someone had handed 

her decades ago. By sharing her sometimes cringe-worthy  

mailto:faithchurchucc@verizon.net
mailto:faithchurchucc@verizon.net
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SAM (Social Action 

and Missions): 
Our local food pantries are critically low on 

food, and we still want to be a help.  

 

PICK UP 
1. We will be happy to come to your home 

and pick up your items!  

(call Babs at 747-9643). 

DROP OFF  
2. You can deliver to church during office 

hours. (Call Faith for info on those hours  

941-746-8890) 

SHIPPED 
3. You can purchase groceries online and 

have them delivered right to the food bank 

address. Call Meals on Wheels for more info 

at: 941-747-4655 

MONETARY DONATIONS  
4. You can send contributions directly to 

Meals On Wheels at 811 23rd Avenue East, 

Bradenton 34208. And through this link:  
https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-

time-donation/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Downtown Ministries  
Also, we are collecting plastic food bags which 

the Downtown Center needs for its delivery of 

clothes and food to the homeless.  If you have 

extras of those (like the plastic Publix grocery 

bags), please include them with your food items. 

Again, we will pick up! 
 

The Christmas Fund- Veterans of the Cross:  
“In the early months of the COVID-19 pandemic, the 

United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance, which 

administers the Christmas Fund, experienced a 400% 

increase in requests for emergency grants over the 

previous year. Thanks to the generosity of more than 275 

donors to urgent appeals for gifts to the Christmas Fund, 

UCBMA was able to say "yes" to each of these requests.  

Most of the donors who responded to these special 

emergency appeals were older persons and nearly half 

were first-time contributors to the Christmas Fund. Many 

are also themselves recipients of Ministerial Assistance.“ 

 

Thank you for your generosity to the Christmas fund. The 

last day for giving credit is December 31.  
 

Financial Positions   
Currently, Dorathy Gallo has taken 

over the Financial Secretary duties and 

Vicky Followell has taken over the 

Treasurer duties. Thank you once again 

for keeping up with your pledges and 

turning in your 2021 pledges so our 

finance committee can budget the 

2021 year.  We have several ways you 

can fulfill your pledges. Via check to 

Faith United Church of Christ, 4850 SR 

64 E, 34208 or directly to Dorathy 

Gallo’s home at: 800 Kay Rd. #1182, 

Bradenton, FL 34212 and you may give 

online through PayPal on the church 

website at faithchurchucc.com.   

Thank you! 

2021 
PER CAPITA 
 

Congratulations, we are starting a 

new, and hopefully better, year.  

Please don’t forget this is the time 

to pay the $2.00 initial fund 

contribution for the envelopes and 

the $15.00 per capita for each 

member. The per capita is the 

fund that helps support our district 

conference. As a congregation, 

we voted that each member 

would be responsible to pay their 

portion. If you don’t the church 

becomes responsible to pay the 

full amount for each member. 

Have you sent 

in your 

Pledge Card? 
We continue to accept mailed 

and emailed estimates of 

giving for the coming year.  

 We are excited to Stay the 

Course in 2021 with meeting 

safely and going Full Stream 

Ahead with continuing to 

upgrade our online presence.  

Please email the office or 

Dorathy Gallo with the info 

when you are able. 
 

https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-time-donation/
https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-time-donation/
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FAITH PRESCHOOL 
Wendi Steinbach-McKeithen, Director 

 

The children enjoyed singing for their families during 

their classes Holiday Program.  Santa made a surprise 

appearance during each program and the children 

were very excited to see him! It was a wonderful family 

event. 

 

We will begin registration for the 2021-2022 preschool 

year at the end of January.  If you know of anyone 

looking for a quality, part time program, please have 

them call me at (941)746-7895 for more information.  

 

Many blessings to all of you in 2021! 

In Loving Memory of 

 

Denny Wetter 
Sept 30, 1946 - Dec 26, 2020 

 

Cards can be sent to: 

 

Judy Wetter 

2306 141st. St. E 

Bradenton FL 34212 

Below is a link to an article done about Denny in 2017 by the 

Observer about his wonderful talents!  He has made several 

signs for the church grounds over the years. He has blessed 

Faith Church with much of his love, service and skills. We will 

miss him very much and we are praying for Judy and his 

family.  

 

https://www.yourobserver.com/article/mill-creek-resident-

masters-the-craft-of-wood-turning 
 

https://www.yourobserver.com/article/mill-creek-resident-masters-the-craft-of-wood-turning
https://www.yourobserver.com/article/mill-creek-resident-masters-the-craft-of-wood-turning
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Together at Christmas - In different ways 
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Faith United Church of Christ 

Council Meeting Minutes December 14th, 2020 

 

Present: Brian Bagley-Bonner, Judy Bagley-Bonner,  

Richard Dilts, Connar Felix, Ken Followell, Dorathy Gallo, Sylvia 

Hull, Marge Kirchner, Faith Quici, Linda Van Buskirk, Amy Van 

Dell,  PJ Widerman  

 

Absent: Barbara Brownell, Vicky Followell 

 

Meeting opened at 6:34pm by Moderator Richard Dilts.  

A quorum was present. Pastor Judy Bagley-Bonner offered the 

opening prayer. 

 

A motion to approve the November Council Meeting minutes 

was made by PJ Widerman and seconded by Marge Kirchner. 

Motion carried. 

 

Financial/Treasurer’s Reports: PJ Widerman made a motion to 

approve the Financial Secretary and Treasurer Reports which 

was seconded by Sylvia Hull. Motion carried.  

 

Moderator’s comments: Moderator Richard Dilts gave a brief 

clarification between the Executive Council members and 

other Council members.  

 

Church Secretary Report: The calendars were reviewed. Pastor 

Brian Bagley-Bonner advised that the pastors are still planning 

Ash Wednesday dependent on the pandemic situation around 

that time.  

 

Pastor’s report: Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner reported that 

services are now being broadcast from the sanctuary and an 

issue with the audio has been identified. He is working with the 

media team to resolve the issue. Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner 

reported that they were not able to complete a new members 

class in Fall 2020, however they are planning on holding a class 

in January and new members will join January 31st, the date of 

the annual meeting.  Several attendees have expressed 

interest in joining, including some who can only attend virtually.  

Pastors Brian and Judy Bagley-Bonner stated that they are 

planning Ash Wednesday and presented the idea of drive 

through or drive in service for that evening possibly. The pastors 

will provide an update once the date is closer based on the 

pandemic situation at that time. Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner 

reported that the Fall Book studies have concluded and went 

well. He also reported that the in-person coffee gatherings are 

going well and advised that the gatherings have been small, 

allowing for better social distancing while at the same time 

allowing in person connections. The next gathering is 

scheduled for December 17th and will be held in the evening.   

There will be a daytime and an evening gathering in January 

and more information will be provided soon.  

 

Old Business: Council discussed the current situation with the 

COVID-19 pandemic and decided that, due to the resurgence 

of cases, the church should remain closed to in person services 

and will continue online via Zoom. With the COVID-19 vaccine 

starting to become available for distribution and with the 

higher number of cases in Manatee County, Council decided 

that the church will not consider re-opening the church to in 

person services until at least two weeks after the number of 

cases reaches less than 5%.  

 

Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner reported that there will be a virtual 

Christmas Eve service at 7pm.  

 

Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner reported that the media update is 

going well and the church has almost all the equipment 

needed and once all equipment has been obtained, we will 

consult with a media expert to ensure all is in place in order to 

host a hybrid service of being virtual and in person upon re-

opening the church.    

 

New Business: Moderator Richard Dilts reported that the 2020 

annual meeting is coming up on January 31st, 2021 and 

Council discussed ideas for holding the meeting in the safest 

and most efficient way possible. Connar Felix expressed an 

idea for a hybrid meeting with most members and observers 

meeting via Zoom and a select few members who have 

difficulty joining on Zoom to be present in person. The annual 

reports will be sent for review via email prior to the annual 

meeting, with the financial reports being sent separately as an 

addendum after most of the report is distributed. For those few 

who are unable to utilize email, a copy of the annual report 

can be either available for pickup or delivered if needed. 

*Please note that printed copies of the annual reports will be 

extremely limited due to cost.  The due date for the different 

committee reports is January 8th, 2021. The financial report will 

be due after that, however it will be available well prior to the 

meeting.  

 

Financial Secretary Dorathy Gallo advised that the computers 

utilized for the financial records need to be upgraded. The 

finance committee will meet soon and elect a new chair as 

well as discuss what is needed for the computer upgrades. 

They will then advise Council what is needed in order to obtain 

approval.     

 

Department and Committee Reports: 

Events and Fellowship:  Amy Van Dell reported that the in-

person coffee gatherings have been successful and safe.  

 

Faith Care: Ken Followell reported that the Faith Care team 

continues to do a great job keeping in contact with the 

congregation as well as providing assistance as needed.  

 

Worship: Council recognized Sylvia Hull for the wonderful job 

she did decorating the church and sanctuary for Advent. 

Pastors Brian and Judy Bagley-Bonner advised that they prefer 

to continue holding services in the sanctuary after Epiphany 

and the sanctuary will need to be set up for that as well.  

 

Community Outreach: Nothing to report.  

 

Property: PJ Widerman reported that the exterior landscaping 

project continues and  is almost complete. Once that is 

finished, she will host a planning committee meeting for the 

Memorial Garden project as well as the plan for the labyrinth 

installation. Linda Van Buskirk reported that she has joined a 

Labyrinth Society which offers resources.  

 

Social Actions and Mission (SAM): Nothing to report.   

 

Christian Education: Nothing to report.  

 

Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner offered the closing prayer.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 7:46pm.  

 

Next regular meeting will be held on January 18th,  2021 via 

Zoom.    
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JANUARY 2021 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     1 
New Year’s 
Day – Church 
Office Closed 

2 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

3 
10:30am Service  
Communion  
 
2:30pm BAC  

4 
 

5 
6:30pm 
Downtown 
Ministries   
 
 

6 
Coffee Chat  
10am at 
Faith UCC  
 
Preschool 
Resumes 

7 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in Sunday 
School Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

8 
DEADLINE 
FOR ANNUAL 
REPORTS 
 

9 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

10 
10:30am Service  
 
 
2:30pm BAC  

11 
 

12 
6:30pm 
Downtown 
Ministries   
 
 

13 
 

14 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in Sunday 
School Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

15 
 
 
 

16 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

17 
10:30am Service  
 
2:30pm BAC  
 

18 
Council 
Meeting 
6:30pm  
 
No School- 
Martin Luther 
King’s birthday  

19 
 
6:30pm 
Downtown 
Ministries   
 
 

20 21 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in Sunday 
School Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

22 
Coffee Chat 
7pm at 
Dorathy and 
Linda’s club 
house.  
 
FOLLOWER 
REMINDER 

23 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

24 
10:30am Service  
 
Inquirer's Class 
after service  
 
2:30pm BAC  

25 
FOLLOWER 
DEADLINE 
 

26 
 

27 28 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in Sunday 
School Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

29 30 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

31 
10:30am Service 
  
ANNUAL 
CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING  
 
2:30pm BAC 
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Faith UCC Zoom Meetings – JANUARY 2021 

 
Date  Event    Time   Meeting ID #  and  Psw                         
1/3  Sunday Worship    10:30am  857 8026 9433 253542 

1/10  Sunday Worship    10:30am  857 8026 9433 253542 

1/17  Sunday Worship    10:30am  857 8026 9433 253542 

1/24  Sunday Worship    10:30am  857 8026 9433 253542 

1/31  Sunday Worship    10:30am  857 8026 9433 253542 

1/31  Congregational Mtg  TBA   TBA 

 

 
 

   

To join by computer     

1) Go to Zoom.com  

2) Click "join a meeting" 

3) Put in the number for your meeting and follow computer  

    instructions. (Turn on computer audio and camera) 

 

To join by phone: 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

 

 

Enter the Meeting ID using the keypad:  

ID: -- Password: -- Then hit "#" 
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How to Access 
SERVICES, SERMONS and BULLETINS 

 
Check us out online!  http://www.faithchurchucc.com/ 

 

  
All Sunday Services are now accessible though Zoom 

 

   
VIDEO SERVICES POSTED 

Check is out on Facebook or YouTube for posted video services. 

 

 
NOTES AND BULLETINS 

We provide PDF version of the bulletins located in our google drive.  Sermon notes are located in the” 

NOTES “ section of our Facebook page.  Please email us at faithchurchucc@verizon.net to sign up for 

our weekly email list to receive the bulletin and updates. 

http://www.faithchurchucc.com/
https://zoom.us/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKJzseZf31cVRD5wC2AC_0C9J-UUm6M-0
https://www.facebook.com/pg/faithuccbradenton/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKJzseZf31cVRD5wC2AC_0C9J-UUm6M-0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YwuCRFh2f68sGV2igPQc-1ItgzzQow0f?fbclid=IwAR2vLvRwWBwOdvmmnh5KYMb6DOhxomY0O3rf1AxM0RCZUwvEmL5R2wGKx6E
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YwuCRFh2f68sGV2igPQc-1ItgzzQow0f
https://www.facebook.com/pg/faithuccbradenton/notes/?ref=page_internal
mailto:faithchurchucc@verizon.net

