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Faith United Church of Christ 4850 SR 64 E, Bradenton, FL 34208
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FEB R U ARY
FROM YOUR MODERATOR
Greetings Faith UCC! I am so excited and honored that
you have chosen me as your 2021 Moderator. I look
forward to working with everyone this year to help Faith
UCC continue to do what we do best, spread Christ-like
love and assistance to the church, its members and
attendees , the wider community, and the world in
general. I realize the awesome nature of responsibility
that comes with being Moderator and humbly
understand that it takes a village to change the world,
a village made up of individual voices joined
collectively to effect real change. I believe that, while
the world’s challenges seem insurmountable, true
change can be achieved, even if it is one person or
thing at a time. I will strive to continue the wonderful
work that Richard Dilts and other past Moderators have
begun to further demonstrate Christ’s love and ensure
healthy and positive development of the church and
its members and attendees.
I like to have what many call an “open door policy”
and hope that if there is an idea, suggestion or
concern any one of you may have, that you would feel
comfortable enough to let me know. I am a firm
believer in not having all the answers but rather
knowing where to find the answers.
I truly value the diversity in our church and recognize
that we can always improve. My motto is to never stop
learning and growing.
Now for a bit of background about me. I was born in
Rockford, Illinois near Chicago and grew up mostly in
Alton, Illinois near St. Louis, Missouri. I am adopted and
have three biological siblings and three step and/or
adopted siblings. I met Jeffery Felix in 2016 and we
were married on April 14th, 2018. I am also a
Transgender gay man and have been transitioning
since February 2019. Jeffery and I currently reside in
Tampa and have two fur babies: our cat Hobbs and
our dog Zena.
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I moved here to Florida in
July 2000 and have been
here ever since. I did not
grow up in the church,
however found my
permanent church home
immediately upon entering
Faith UCC that first Sunday
in the summer of 2017.
Jeffery, my then partner
and now husband, and I
were church sharing for a
short while, splitting our
time between Metropolitan
Community Church in
Tampa and Faith UCC in Bradenton. I remember being
instantly at home and comfortable the very first time I
entered Faith and felt an extremely warm welcome from
everyone in the church. I decided to join in 2018 and in
2019, I became Council Secretary. I have also served as
a choir member at my previous church in Tampa and
now at Faith.
I appreciate your support throughout the year and am
very proud to be a part of this faith community.
Blessings,
Connar Felix
_________________________

WELCOME OUR NEW
MEMBERS!
(1-31-21)
Beth and Adam Sahhar
Sabine Prather
Ann Bagley-Fuhry (Asscociate Member)
Karen Vettel
Pat Followell
Madeline Cangemie
Vivian Zaffuto
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FAITH UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST
2021 Council Member Contact Information
Pastors:
Brian Bagley-Bonner (Senior)
Jude Bagley-Bonner

faithuccbbb@gmail.com
faithuccjbb@gmail.com

(941)718-3132
(941)721-7495

Church Secretary (non-Council):
Faith Quici

faithchurchucc@verizon.net

(941)746-8890

Officers of Council/Executive Council:
Connar Felix (Moderator)
moriarty082@gmail.com

(813)245-6880

Marge Kirchner (Deputy Moderator) emmasmhk@aol.com

(941)729-6435

Sharon Cohoon (Council Secretary)

sharoncubs@msn.com

(813)748-3716

Dorathy Gallo (Financial Secretary)

dlglvb@aol.com

(716)471-1014

Vicky Followell (Treasurer)

vicky@vhftax.com

(941)920-0693

Council:
Richard Dilts (Christian Education)

randj@tampabay.rr.com

(941)776-7293

Amy VanDell (Events & Fellowship)

avandell@tampabay.rr.com

(941)962-1543

Ken Followell (Faith Care)

kensurvivor@tampabay.rr.com

(941)720-7062

Linda VanBuskirk (Outreach)

bead118@aol.com

(716)471-1014

PJ Widerman (Property)

hydesoasis@gmail.com

(443)253-1759

Barbara Brownell (S.A.M.)

bgb310@aol.com

(941)747-9643

Sylvia Hull (Worship)

revhull@usa.com

(614)582-1532

Per the church By-Laws:
The church Council shall consist of five (5) officers elected by the membership which includes the Moderator,
Deputy-Moderator, Council-Secretary, Financial-Secretary and Treasurer. The Council shall also consist of
committee Chairpersons (or their designee) of the following committees: Christian Education, Events &
Fellowship, Faith Care, Outreach/Public Relations, Property, Social Actions & Missions and Worship. The
Senior-Pastor shall also serve as a member of the church Council. The officers and committee Chairpersons (or
their designee) of the church Council are elected yearly with a maximum of four (4) consecutive years of
service.
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FAITH UNITED CHURCH of CHRIST
2021 Council Meeting Dates
Unless otherwise noted all Church Council Meetings take place at the church on the third
Monday of each month at 6:30pm. As per the By-laws of the church, your church Council has
determined the following as the dates for your Council to meet. Also as per the church Bylaws, these meetings are open to the church membership in a non-participating observational
manor.

February 15

October 18

March 15

November 15

April 19

December 13 *

May 17

January 17 (2022)

June 21

January 30 (Annual Meeting)

July 19
No meeting in August
September 13 *

2021 Council Meeting Dates were approved at the January 18, 2021
Council Meeting.
* Indicates other than third Monday

WORSHIP
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VOLUNTEERS
for FEBRUARY
ASH WED- Do-It-Yourself Ash Wednesday
In a recent sermon we were reminded that as Protestants we hold
to the idea of "The Priesthood of All Believers." Martin Luther was
the first to use this idea to say we all have a calling to be ministers
of Christ to the world. This year you have the opportunity to take
part in one of the more interesting parts of being a clergy person...
making ashes for Ash Wednesday.
It is traditional on Ash Wednesday to create the ashes by burning
the dried palms from the previous Palm Sunday - the day
beginning Holy Week when the people hail Jesus and welcome
him as the Messiah. The Gospels suggest all welcomed Jesus that
day, but the Gospels also say that the enthusiastic crowd
abandons him when he is tried and executed by the Romans. This
humbling reminder of how easily we can abandon our faith
becomes the reminder of our own mortality on Ash Wednesday.
Some struggle with this focus on remembering our death. We
are, after all, the Easter people who declare, "Death has lost
its sting" on the day we remember Christ's resurrection. It is a valid
point, but in our death denying culture where some truly believe
that we will figure out a way to "live forever," it is good to remind
ourselves one day a year that our time in this earthly life is limited.
That we cannot put off forever doing the "important stuff." This is
true not only in aspects of faith, but all our life. Ash Wednesday is
a good time to ask, "Have I said "I love you" or "thank you," to a
family member or mentor that made a difference in your life? Is
it time to arrange that bucket list trip to____ or read that book you
have been putting off? Ash Wednesday is a good time of year to
reflect and recommit to living intentional lives of faith and joy.

To make your own ashes:
1) Gather old (brown and dry - if possible) palm leaves or other
plant material
2) Remove leaves from thick stems and discard stems.
3) Go outdoors away from wind and in an old pan or stainless steel
bowl burn 2 hands full of leaves.
4) When the fire is completely done you will have a small bit of
ash.... crush the ashes with a spoon or potato masher. Remove
any big pieces. (Some even strain the ashes here).
5) Put your fine ashes in a very small covered bowl and sometime
before Ash Wednesday service add just two drops of olive oil (the
biblical "oil of anointing") and mix thoroughly.
At the appointed time in the service you (or someone with you)
can dip a finger into the ashes and make the mark of the cross on
your forehead, or on your hand. It is perfectly acceptable to do
this for other people as well. The service of Ash Wednesday on
ZOOM will be about 15 minutes. We will let you know when it will
be live, but we will also post it on Facebook so you can attend
anytime.

February 7, 2021
Communion
Scripture:
PJ Widerman

February 14, 2021
Scripture:

Janis Groth

February 21, 2021
Scripture:

Mary West

February 28, 2021
Scripture:

Joan Sheehan

If you would like to read
scripture, please let us know!
You can sign up by emailing:
faithchurchucc@verizon.net

SCRIPTURE
READERS:
Do you want to attend worship in
person? Now there is a way for one
person a week to be able to do that:
sign up to be the scripture reader!
Just as the advent candle lighters
participated from the sanctuary, we
see no reason that the scripture
readers couldn't do that as well. If
you don't feel comfortable coming in,
or can't due to other reasons, you can
still be a reader via Zoom. It is reader's
choice. Please contact Faith you
would like to join the Scripture Reader
Team and be on the monthly email list
of scripture volunteers
(faithchurchucc@verizon.net).
Then you will have a chance to be
schedule month to month. Remember
that when gathering, safety protocols
will be in place like properly wearing a
mask and social distancing. There is
also a limit to 8 individuals in the
Sanctuary at one time.

REMEMBER…February is:

DIRECTORY UPDATES!
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Please contact us with any updates like your
anniversary, birthday, address, email, or
phone! We would love to stay in touch with
you and keep you in the know.
Email the office at:
faithchurchucc@verizon.net

Postponed – In Person Coffee Chat
We are sorry to say that we are postponing our in person coffee chats for now. With the current state of
the virus, it was decided that it might be unwise to
continue to gather in person at our coffee chats at
this time. This will re-evaluate and decide on this again
in the future especially if things seem to be improving.

or call at:
941-746-8890
Church directories are
available upon request.
~ Faith
Church Secretary

Manatee Justice Ministry Workshop Part 2
Mark your calendars now for Feb 25 at 6:30 PM for the second Manatee Justice
Ministry Workshop. This will be similar to the first one from last October in that it will
include bible study, small groups and a brief keynote. Also, we will meet as a Faith
UCC small group to begin to assign leadership roles. Watch for an email with the link
to register. Once you register, you will receive the Zoom link for the meeting.

Additional Manatee Justice Ministry Dates
Please also mark your calendars for the evenings of March 8 and March 22. Those are
the occasions on which the St. Pete Justice Ministry (FAST) will be holding their big
annual events, the Issues Rally (March 8) and the Nehemiah Action (March 22.) The
former is the gathering to rehearse and generate enthusiasm for the Nehemiah
Action. The Nehemiah Action is the grand culmination of the full year's work, when a
thousand to two thousand church members actually meet with local leaders and
politicians to request that they take action on the year's issue. Attending these events
of the St. Pete group will give you the clearest sense of what the DART model really
looks like, and will let you know what we, the Manatee Group, have in store for us next
year.

‘ROUND THE GROUNDS
It’s unfortunate that we are in a time that keeps us from getting together and
spending time at our beautiful site. So far the new plantings are doing well and
getting strong. We continue with upkeep such as picking up trash and debris,
watering when there is a long period without rain and weeding the gardens.
Hopefully, we will soon be able to enjoy each other and our wonderful environment
at Faith UCC. Thanks to those who come by now and then to help with the ongoing
chores. ~ PJ

2021 PER CAPITA
Congratulations, we are starting a new, and hopefully better, year. Please don’t forget this is the time to pay the $2.00
initial fund contribution for the envelopes and the $15 per capita for each member. The per capita is the fund that
helps support our district conference. As a congregation, we voted that each member would be responsible to pay
their portion. If you don’t the church becomes responsible to pay the full amount for each member.

SAM: Mission for February
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In February we will be spotlighting Church World
Service for our mission giving. Most of us know this
organization from our past involvement in Blanket
Sunday and Crop Walk donations. Both of those are
part of Church World Service (CWS). But it is much
more!
CWS is a faith based organization that transforms communities around the world through sustainable responses to
hunger, poverty displacement and disaster. Supplying families with chickens for eggs and meat, providing bios
and filters for water, and providing groceries for refugees are a few of the activities that CWS sponsors through
activities like Crop Walk (where the majority of our money collected stays local!) and Blanket Sunday collections.
This year, our local Crop Walk has been suspended/postponed due to COVID, so instead of two collections for
Blankets and Crop Walk sponsorships, we will be collecting once. On February 14, there will be more about CWS
in a Mission Moment in service.

SAM (Social Action
and Missions):
Our local food pantries are critically low on
food, and we still want to be a help.

PICK UP
1. We will be happy to come to your home
and pick up your items!
(call Babs at 747-9643).

DROP OFF
2. You can deliver to church during office
hours. (Call Faith for info on those hours
941-746-8890)

SHIPPED
3. You can purchase groceries online and
have them delivered right to the food bank
address. Call Meals on Wheels for more info
at: 941-747-4655

MONETARY DONATIONS
4. You can send contributions directly to
Meals On Wheels at 811 23rd Avenue East,
Bradenton 34208. And through this link:
https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/onetime-donation/

Downtown Ministries
Also, we are collecting plastic food bags which
the Downtown Center needs for its delivery of
clothes and food to the homeless. If you have
extras of those (like the plastic Publix grocery
bags), please include them with your food items.
Again, we will pick up!

FAITH PRESCHOOL
Wendi Steinbach-McKeithen, Director
Registration for the 2021/2022 preschool
year will open up to the public on
February 15, 2021. If you know of anyone
looking for a quality, part-time preschool,
please have them call me at 746-7895 or email me at
faithpreschool1@verizon.net to schedule a tour.
Thank you!

Have a Happy Valentine’s Day!

Faith United Church of Christ: Council Meeting Minutes
January 18th, 2021
Present: Brian Bagley-Bonner, Judy Bagley-Bonner, Barbara Brownell,
Richard Dilts, Connar Felix, Ken Followell, Vicky Followell, Dorathy Gallo,
Sylvia Hull, Marge Kirchner, Linda Van Buskirk, Amy Van Dell, PJ
Widerman
Guests in attendance: Sharon Cohoon
Absent: Faith Quici
Meeting opened at 6:33pm by Moderator Richard Dilts.
A quorum was present. Pastor Judy Bagley-Bonner offered the opening
prayer. A motion to approve the December Council Meeting minutes
was made by PJ Widerman and seconded by Sylvia Hull. Motion carried.
Financial/Treasurer’s Reports: Treasurer Vicky Followell stated that she is
in the process of preparing the budget and it will be available prior to
the annual meeting. Council reviewed the proposed budget and
recommendations of the Finance Committee. The December Financial
Secretary and Treasurer’s Reports are not ready and will be presented at
the next regular Council meeting.
Moderator’s comments: Moderator Richard Dilts thanked Pastors Brian
and Judy Bagley-Bonner and
Council, stating that it has been an honor to serve as moderator for Faith
UCC. He also stated that he is looking forward to being able to continue
to serve under Christian Education.
Church Secretary Report: The calendars were reviewed.
Pastor’s report: Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner reported that they have
been notified by the National Conference of UCC that threats were
made against progressive thinking churches on the past Sunday January
17th, 2021 and again on January 20th, 2021 due to the political issues
occurring in the country at this time. Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner reported
that security was increased during Sunday service and that Bradenton
Police Department has been requested to look after the property.
Moderator Richard Dilts reported that the church office will be closed on
Wednesday January, 20th, 2021. Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner reported that
there are about eight or nine people who are considering joining the
church and will be attending the Inquirer’s class on January 24th, 2021.
Any new members will be able to join prior to the Annual Meeting on
January 31st, 2021. Pastors Brian and Judy Bagley-Bonner stated that the
Spring Book Study will soon begin and is almost at capacity. Pastor Brian
Bagley-Bonner reported that he and Pastor Judy Bagley-Bonner met with
a leader from the Former Congregational UCC church and he has
expressed interest in participating in the Manatee Justice Ministry.
Old Business: Moderator Richard Dilts stated that the 2020 Annual
Meeting is to be held on January 31st, 2021 and will be via Zoom.
Moderator Richard Dilts reminded Council that while anyone may attend
the meeting, only members may vote. Moderator Richard Dilts will host
the meeting and will ensure proper procedure is followed. The meeting
will be conducted via Zoom. Council discussed the current situation with
the COVID-19 pandemic and reaffirmed the decision that Council will
not consider re-opening the church to in person services until at least two
weeks after the number of cases reaches less than 5%. Pastor Brian
Bagley-Bonner reported that the media update is going well and nearly
all equipment has been purchased and set up and the media team
continues to adjust things as needed to improve the quality of services.
Departments and Committee Reports:
Events and Fellowship: Amy Van Dell stated that there is nothing new
to report.
Faith Care: Ken Followell reported that Faith Care members are
continuing to keep in contact with members and attendees in need.
Worship: Sylvia Hull reported that the schedule for Scripture readers is
going well. Pastors Brian and Judy Bagley-Bonner stated that the person
who is making the banners has been ill, however reported that the blue
and green banners will be finished soon. Those banners will be used for
Christmas and Advent so there is time.
Community Outreach: Linda Van Buskirk stated that there is nothing to
report.
Property: PJ Widerman reported that Linda Van Buskirk has been
researching the idea for a labyrinth at the church and has been in
communication with the Labyrinth Society and a company that custom
creates labyrinths. She reported that the company has samples as they
have both immobile and portable options available. Linda Van Buskirk
stated that the company reported they have models ranging from
$8,000 to $30,000 and would need to know our budget.
Social Action and Missions (SAM): Barbara Brownell reported that
mission giving was higher in 2019, however decreased in 2020 due to the

pandemic. She reported that three CD’s are due to mature and
recommended that two be matured and added to the Mission funds
7 to
provide funds to support local organizations with basic needs for those
in need. She also reported that SAM would like to utilize some of the
funds to provide grants. She reported that one grant would be for
Downtown Ministries and one for Meals on Wheels. Barbara Brownell
made a motion to allow two CD’s to mature (cash in) and allow SAM to
make recommendations on spending the funds based on need. Vicky
Followell seconded the motion and the motion was carried.
Christian Education: Nothing to report.
New Business: At the recommendation of the Finance Committee,
Council reviewed the 2021 proposed budget. A separate line item for
the Justice Ministry was added by Council to the proposed budget.
Barbara Brownell asked if there is an incremental increase for OCWM as
agreed at a previous Council meeting. Treasurer Vicky Followell advised
she would review this and let her know. Treasurer Vicky Followell stated
that she needs to adjust the numbers as some of the budget items do
not line up with actual totals.
Barbara Brownell made a motion to preliminarily approve the 2021
budget within a 3% increase or decrease and to add $1700 to OCWM
which was seconded by PJ Widerman. Motion carried.
Financial Secretary Dorathy Gallo reported that giving envelopes for
2021 have been received which will not be utilized until the church reopens. She also reminded Council that Per Capita is $15 per person and
envelopes are $2.
Moderator Richard Dilts proposed the dates of the 2021 Council
meetings. A motion to approve the dates as scheduled was made by
PJ Widerman and seconded by Vicky Followell. Motion carried.
Moderator Richard Dilts explained the new term limits approved by
the congregation at the 2019 Annual Meeting, which are not
retroactive. He stated that the Church Relations Committee (CRC)
members have 2 year terms. Moderator Richard Dilts reported that
Barbara Brownell’s first term is up and requested that she remain on the
CRC. Financial Secretary made a motion to approve Barbara Brownell
to remain on the CRC, which was seconded by Linda Van Buskirk.
Motion carried. Moderator Richard Dilts stated that he is the current
liaison between the CRC and Council and was approved by Council to
remain as liaison.
The structure of the CRC was discussed and Moderator Richard Dilts
explained that there are two Council appointees and two Pastors’
appointees. Pastors Brian and Judy Bagley-Bonner requested that their
current appointees remain.
Pastor Evaluations were discussed and there is some clarity needed to
determine the formal process of evaluating the pastors. Ken Followell
made a motion to request that the CRC create a more formal process
to evaluate the pastors and present it to Council, which was seconded
by Marge Kirchner. Motion carried.
Moderator Richard Dilts and Council reviewed current committee
members including Property. PJ Widerman stated that one of the
current projects, the memorial garden, has a subcommittee and
provided the names of the members.
Sylvia Hull also reported that she has volunteers for a Worship
committee, however that has been postponed until the church
reopens.
Amy Van Dell stated that Events and Fellowship would be better
served with a committee of members, which will be explored after the
church reopens.
PJ Widerman stated that she has reviewed the process in place for
interments which is quite complicated. She reported that the memorial
garden subcommittee is looking into simplifying the process and that
she has spoken to other churches who are using cultured marble type
containers which can be $200-$250 each. She stated that there is also a
specific set of rules and regulations to align with the State requirements
and she has ordered a catalogue to look at options.
Moderator Richard Dilts reported that he has received a letter from a
member about a concern and Council discussed the matter. It was
determined that no further action needs to be taken and the matter is
considered resolved. Moderator Richard Dilts stated that he will inform
the concerned member of the outcome.
Meeting adjourned at 8:43pm.
Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner offered the closing prayer.
Next regular meeting will be held on February 15th 2021 via Zoom.
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FEBRUARY 2021
SUN

MON
1

TUE

WED

2
3
Book Study
Book Study
6:30pm - ZOOM 10:30am ZOOM

THU

FRI

4
5
6:30pm-8:15pm
NarAnon- in Sunday
School Classroom

SAT
6
10:15am NA- in
multipurpose
room

7:30pm NA- in
multipurpose room

7
10:30am Service
Communion

10
9
Book Study
Book Study
6:30pm - ZOOM 10:30am ZOOM

8

11
12
6:30pm-8:15pm
NarAnon- in Sunday
School Classroom

13
10:15am NA- in
multipurpose
room

2:30pm BAC
7:30pm NA- in
multipurpose room
14
10:30am Service
Mission Moment
CWS and special
offering

17
15
16
No School
Book Study
Book Study
President’s Day 6:30pm – ZOOM 10:30am –
ZOOM
6:30pm
Shrove Tuesday
(Fat Tues)
Ash
Council
Wednesday
Meeting

18
19
6:30pm-8:15pm
FOLLOWER
NarAnon- in Sunday REMINDER
School Classroom

22
FOLLOWER
DEADLINE

25
26
6:30pm-8:15pm
NarAnon- in Sunday
School Classroom

20
10:15am NA- in
multipurpose
room

7:30pm NA- in
multipurpose room

2:30pm BAC
21
1st Sunday of Lent
10:30am Service

23
24
Book Study
Book Study
6:30pm - ZOOM 10:30am ZOOM

2:30pm BAC

7:30pm NA- in
multipurpose room
Justice Ministry
Workshop 6:30pm

28
10:30am Service
2:30pm BAC

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
2/2
2/5
2/8
2/10
2/12
2/14
2/15
2/17
2/18
2/20
2/21
2/23
2/25

Richard Nutting
M.R. Lembright
Gayle Covey
Ray Crowell
Carol Carpenter
Judy Bagley-Bonner
Tracy Hunter
Gerda Marcus
Mary West
Janis Groth
Veryl Carpenter
Rob West
Carol Knight

27
10:15am NA- in
multipurpose
room
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Faith UCC Zoom Meetings – FEBRUARY 2021
Date

Event

Time

Meeting ID # and Psw

2/2
2/3
2/7

Tues Book Study
Wed Book Study
Sunday Worship

6:30pm
10:30am
10:30am

896 5907 9565
829 2105 6283
868 5394 0971

219407
421454
922838

2/9
2/10
2/14

Tues Book Study
Wed Book Study
Sunday Worship

6:30pm
10:30am
10:30am

896 5907 9565
829 2105 6283
868 5394 0971

219407
421454
922838

2/16
2/17
2/21

Tues Book Study
Wed Book Study
Sunday Worship

6:30pm
10:30am
10:30am

896 5907 9565
829 2105 6283
868 5394 0971

219407
421454
922838

2/23
2/24
2/28

Tues Book Study
Wed Book Study
Sunday Worship

6:30pm
10:30am
10:30am

896 5907 9565
829 2105 6283
868 5394 0971

219407
421454
922838

To join by computer
1) Go to Zoom.com
2) Click "join a meeting"
3) Put in the number for your meeting and follow computer
instructions. (Turn on computer audio and camera)
To join by phone:
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 876 9923 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Enter the Meeting ID using the keypad:
ID: -- Password: -- Then hit "#"
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How to Access
SERVICES, SERMONS and BULLETINS

Check us out online! http://www.faithchurchucc.com/

All Sunday Services are now accessible though Zoom

VIDEO SERVICES POSTED
Check is out on Facebook or YouTube for posted video services.

NOTES AND BULLETINS
We provide PDF version of the bulletins located in our google drive. Sermon notes are located in the”
NOTES “ section of our Facebook page. Please email us at faithchurchucc@verizon.net to sign up for
our weekly email list to receive the bulletin and updates.

