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CWS UPDATE! 
 

In total your generosity has given $1,180 to 

Church World Service (CWS).  

 

The blanket fund  $545  

The CROP walk fund  $585 
 

Thank you for your giving and remember you 

are helping to change lives!!  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

    

  

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

  

   

 

   

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   
  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

O P E N  &  A F F I R M I N G  FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

Faithful Follower 
Faith United Church of Christ 4850 SR 64 E, Bradenton, FL 34208     |      941-746-8890       |        faithchurchucc.com 

A P R I L  2 0 2 1  

 
 

FROM YOUR MODERATOR 
Hello everyone!  

 

     Council and I wanted to provide an update on the 

status of re-opening the church. It is after much careful 

and considerable thought that we have decided to 

remain closed to in person services at this time. We will 

continue in the same fashion as we have currently been 

operating via Zoom. There were many options considered, 

however it was decided that it is in everyone’s best interest 

that Faith UCC does not re-open just yet. While the 

administration of vaccinations increases, which does give 

us hope that this horrible pandemic will be over soon, it is 

too premature to re-open. COVID-19 cases are still on the 

rise and we must protect everyone, even those who do 

not come to our wonderful church. Another factor to 

consider is the amount of the variants that are emerging 

and that we do not yet understand how the efficacy of 

the vaccines is affected by these dangerous variants.  

     I can tell you from firsthand experience that it only takes 

one individual to contract and spread the virus, even 

unintentionally, to start a “snowball effect” so to speak. My 

husband Jeff was exposed to COVID-19 at work by 

another co-worker and the entire house he works at was 

infected, as well as passing it to me. Some of his clients’ 

family members and family members of his co-workers also 

became ill or were exposed, some of whom are in the 

high-risk bracket. COVID-19 is a serious virus that affects 

people in different ways, ways that even the most 

knowledgeable and wise do not understand. There is also 

little known at this time of the long-term effects of the virus 

on a person’s body. 

 

I understand you may be getting antsy and are eager to 

return to “normal,” however we must be patient and use 

due diligence so that, once we do re-open, we can do 

so safely and completely. If you are feeling lonely, need 

someone to vent to or simply just need some company, 

please reach out to me, the Pastors, Ken Followell or 

another member of the Faith Care team. We would all be 

happy to talk with you I’m sure. If you do not feel 

comfortable speaking with one of us, I encourage you to 

contact a family member or friend. We are all in this 

together and must protect each other as much as 

possible. We want to remain focused on the long-term 

goal of returning to some semblance of normal.  

Council and I will continue to monitor the situation 

regularly and will update you as we maneuver through 

this difficult time.  

 

Love and Blessings,  

Connar Felix, Moderator Faith UCC 

SPIRITS AND SPIRITUALITY 

RETURNS  Our program of gathering to have 

"casual conversation about things that matter" will 

resume on April 13 at 7:00pm. We will meet weekly on 

ZOOM every Tuesday night at 7:00 pm. Come with your 

favorite beverage as we discuss questions from light and 

fun (What was your favorite memory of winter?) to the 

more significant (What happens when we die?).  This is a 

great way to get to know other  

people. 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF – March 25, 2021 

Beth Hooie (service TBA)  

Jack Rafferty (service April 6) 
Cards can be sent to:  
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W O R S H I P   

VOLUNTEERS  
for APRIL 
 

A p r i l  4 ,  2 0 2 1  
Communion 

Scripture: Sylvia Hull 

 

A p r i l  1 1 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture: PJ Widerman 

 

A p r i l  1 8 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture:  Dorathy Gallo 

 

A p r i l  2 5 ,  2 0 2 1  
Scripture:  Joan Sheehan  

 
If you would like to read 

scripture, please let us know!  

You can sign up by emailing: 

faithchurchucc@verizon.net 
 

 
 

 

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING 
 

More than we can imagine 

Hurricane Maria caused unimaginable damage in Puerto Rico. 

Who would believe that so much infrastructure, electricity and 

housing were destroyed? People’s lives and families were 

disrupted. 

 

For Edda, a woman who lives in a house once belonging to her 

parents, the thought of losing her childhood home to the storm 

was unimaginable. Hurricane Maria left the roof of her house in 

such bad shape that water was leaking through her home every 

time it rained. To make matters worse, Edda’s husband had 

recently undergone knee surgery. She had to put towels and 

buckets around the inside of the house so he didn’t slip or fall on 

the wet floors. 

 

Edda couldn’t fix her roof by herself and because of the surgery, 

her husband couldn’t either. They could not imagine how the 

repairs on their home would happen. They could not imagine that 

strangers would come and help them with a good roof that could 

weather the next storm. 

 

Thanks to the Iglesia Evangelica Unida de Puerto Rico (IEUPR), and 

help from four amazing volunteers, their roof was fixed in four days. 

Edda was grateful for the help because it wasn’t possible for her 

to do it alone. 

 

Lydia Rosaly, with IEUPR shared Edda’s story, and like Edda, Lydia 

is thankful for our support, and walking with them towards a 

holistic long-term recovery. 

 

Through your gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing what we can 

imagine becomes ever more a reality for more and more people. 

Thank you for giving generously!   

 

Your support provides more than we can imagine. 

Thank you!  We are doing a special offering collection 

on April 4 for OGHS.  
 

(All info that is  above , is from www.ucc.org  site under OGHS)  

OPPORTUNITY TO 

READ IN PERSON:  
Do you want to attend worship 

in person?  Now there is a way 

for one person a week to be 

able to do that: sign up to be 

the scripture reader. We will 

have safety protocols in place 

like properly wearing a mask 

and social distancing. There is 

also a limit to 8 individuals in the 

Sanctuary at one time. If you 

would like to read in person, just 

contact us and let us know and 

if you would like to bring your 

significant other. Please 

contact Faith at 

(faithchurchucc@verizon.net).  

http://www.ucc.org/
mailto:faithchurchucc@verizon.net
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Virtual Easter Lilies 
 

Easter is Sunday, April 4 and we are preparing 

something new: Virtual Easter lily opportunity! 

Instead of the traditional purchasing of a physical 

lily plant and displaying it in the Sanctuary for 

Easter, this year, we asked for donations to the 

Pastor’s Discretionary Fund in exchange for a 

virtual lily.  

The Pastor’s Discretionary fund helps the 

vulnerable who need food and gas assistance, 

emergency shelter, help with utility bills payment, 

transportation and much more.  

Your virtual lily will represent a person which we 

will honor in a special Easter slide show tribute.  

  

 

Virtual Flower Cross 
 

Since the council has decided to stay virtual for Easter this year, we 

are thinking of virtual solutions to our Easter experience since we are 

unable to physically gather.  We encourage you to consider 

bringing a special flower or plant to your zoom screen for the Easter 

service and have it displayed for everyone to see and represent 

your part of the Flower Cross.   

 

REPRESENTATION 
The flowering of the cross represents the transition from Good Friday 

to Easter, from meditation on Jesus' death to joyful celebration of his 

resurrection. The ceremony transforms a barren cross, a reminder of 

Jesus' death, into an Easter symbol. This is something that can also 

take place in your heart and mind when you meditate on the 

actions of Christ’s love for us by dying on the cross, being buried 

and raising back to life on the third day.  By putting our trust in Jesus 

we are changed from inside out. 

SAVE THE DATES 
 

Thursday, April 1  Maundy Thursday  

7pm Service on Zoom 

 

Friday,  April 2  Good Friday 

Sunday,  April 4  Resurrection Sunday 
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SAM (Social Action 

and Missions): 
Our local food pantries are critically low on 

food, and we still want to be a help.  

 

PICK UP 
1. We will be happy to come to your home 

and pick up your items!  

DROP OFF  
2. You can deliver to church during office 

hours. (Call Faith for info on those hours  

941-746-8890) 

SHIPPED 
3. You can purchase groceries online and 

have them delivered right to the food bank 

address. Call Meals on Wheels for more info 

at: 941-747-4655 

MONETARY DONATIONS  
4. You can send contributions directly to 

Meals On Wheels at 811 23rd Avenue East, 

Bradenton 34208. And through this link:  

https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsp

lus/one-time-donation/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Downtown Ministries  
Also, we are collecting plastic food bags which 

the Downtown Center needs for its delivery of 

clothes and food to the homeless.  If you have 

extras of those (like the plastic Publix grocery 

bags), please include them with your food items. 

Again, we will pick up! 
 

FAITH PRESCHOOL 
Wendi Steinbach-McKeithen, Director 

 

2021 PER CAPITA 
 

Congratulations, we are starting a new, and hopefully better, year.  Please don’t forget this is the time to pay the 

$2.00 initial fund contribution for the envelopes and the $15 per capita for each member. The per capita is the fund 

that helps support our district conference. As a congregation, we voted that each member would be responsible to 

pay their portion. If you don’t the church becomes responsible to pay the full amount for each member. 

We want to wish 
everyone a very  
Happy Easter! 
 

https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-time-donation/
https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-time-donation/
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THANK YOU, THANK YOU THANK YOU!!!  To all who came out for the Property Work 

Day, all of those who worked hard and those who came to cheer us on and visit 
with friends. It was truly a magical day. 

WORK HARD AND PLAY HARD 
Spring 2021 Property Day 
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 DENNY’S CANNON 

And The De Soto National Memorial 
Denny was asked by the 

folks at the De Soto National 

Memorial to make a cannon 

for a boat that was on 

display at the park for a few 

years. Here it is below during 

a reenactment and on site 
at the park.  

“They asked Denny to make the cannon 

because the real one was too heavy for the 

staff to take off the boat every night.  It is nice 

to know it is still used.”  ~ Judy 

 

 

It’s really neat to see the finger prints of 

Denny and his memories live on in the pieces 

of art he created and the skills he has taught 

others. He was a positive influence to many 

people. Regardless of if we own a piece of 

Denny’s art; we each carry a piece of him in 

our hearts.  ~ Faith 

 

To view Denny’s memorial service please go 

to this link:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bblHrqQ

RY9M 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bblHrqQRY9M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bblHrqQRY9M
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Faith United Church of Christ  

Council Meeting Minutes March 15, 2021 

 

Present:  Brian Bagley-Bonner, Judy Bagley-Bonner, Sharon 

Cohoon, Connar Felix, Ken Followell, Dorathy Gallo, Marge, 

Kirchner, Faith Quici, Linda Van Buskirk, Amy Van Dell, P J 

Widerman 

 

Guest:   Bruce Covey 

 

Absent: Barbara Brownell, Richard Dilts, Vicky Followell, Sylvia 

Hull 

 

Meeting opened at 6:37 pm by Moderator Connar Felix   

A quorum was established. 

 

Pastor Judy Bagley-Bonner offered a devotion in place of 

the opening prayer. 

 

A motion was made to approve the February Council 

Meeting minutes by PJ Widerman and seconded by Marge 

Kirchner.  Motion carried. 

 

Financial/Treasurer’s report: The report was given by Dorathy 

who reported that a total of $880 was received for the 

blanket/crop walk.   A discussion was held on  a camera 

which will be charged to the media expense. 

 

Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner   stated that 3 families received a 

total of $150 from the pastor’s discretionary fund for 

overnight stays and 1 family was able to find good housing 

and jobs north of Tampa Bay. 

 

A motion was made by PJ Widerman to approve the 

financial/treasurer’s report   It was seconded by Linda Van 

Buskirk. Motion carried. 

 

Moderator’s comments: Moderator Connar Felix thanked for 

all the get well wishes while he was ill. 

 

Church Secretary report: The calendars for March, April and 

May have been prepared.  Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner 

asked if the Beach service was taken off the calendar and 

moved to next year. 

 

P J Widerman asked that a property work day be added to 

the calendar.   The date will be Saturday, March 27 from 

8:00 am to noon. 

 

Spirits and Spirituality will start on April 13th. 

 

Pastor report: Pastor Judy Bagley-Bonner gave a clarification 

on possible outreach with the Congregational UCC Church.  

It is being proposed as an intergenerational family service.   

The service would be more informal as everyone will be 

welcome especially families with young children. 

 

2 members of Faith UCC are willing to help with this program  

 

Pastor Judy Bagley-Bonner stated that she could dedicate 

one hour and 15 minutes of time per month to this outreach. 

She also stated that she and Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner will 

only do support not administrative for this outreach. 

Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner discussed the zoom memorial 

service for Denny Wetter. 

 

Guest Bruce Covey asked if the Sunday service was now 

streaming on Face book via zoom.  This was confirmed. 

 

Old Business  

Council discussed the ongoing Covid-19 pandemic 

situation. The decision was made to continue using zoom 

for all services. 

 

Media update: Bruce Covey asked about a new video 

camera.  Pastor Brain Bagley-Bonner discussed the need 

and cost for this camera and well as a new laptop 

computer to be used exclusively for the media.   

 

A motion was made by Marge Kirchner to replace the 

current desk top computer for a new media laptop 

computer.  It was seconded by Dorathy Gallo.   Linda Van 

Buskirk objected to this.  Motion carried. 

 

New Business  

Pastor Brian Bagley-Bonner reported that since last year’s 

Maundy Thursday service was via Zoom, this year’s Maundy 

service will also be via Zoon. Sylvia Hull will contact people 

to take part. 

 

Committee reports 

Faith Care: Ken Followell stated that everyone was 

continuing to call people.  He hopes to have a committee 

meeting soon. 

 

Property: P J Widerman stated that she has scheduled a 

workday on Saturday, March 27th.  The time will be from 

8:00 to noon. 

 

Outreach: Linda Van Buskirk did not have a report  

 

Events: Amy Van Dell stated that she has nothing planned. 

 

Worship: Nothing to report 

 

Christian Education: Nothing to report  

 

Social Actions and Missions (SAM): Moderator Connar Felix 

gave the report as Barbara Brownell did not attend. 

 

April 1st is the deadline for applying for the funds.  

Recommendations on the applications will be presented to 

the council at next month’s meeting. 

 

Moderator Connar Felix provided the details of how the 

funds from the Church World Service and Crop Walk were 

distributed. 

 

Justice Ministry: A short discussion was held on the funding 

for Justice Ministry. A decision was made to have a 

separate council meeting to discuss Justice Ministry. it will 

be held on Thursday, March 25th at 6:30 pm  

 

Pastor Judy Bagley-Bonner offered the closing prayer. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:12 pm 
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APRIL 2021 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 

Grant Deadline 

 

7pm Maundy 

Thursday 

Service via Zoom 

 

6:30pm-8:15pm 

NarAnon- in Sunday 

School Classroom 

 

7:30pm NA- in 

multipurpose room   

 

 

2 

Good Friday 

 

No School 

3 

10:15am NA- in 

multipurpose 

room 

 

4 

EASTER SUNDAY 

10:30am Service  

 

OGHS offering  

 

2:30pm BAC 

5 6 7 

SAM MTG 

8 

6:30pm-8:15pm 

NarAnon- in Sunday 

School Classroom 

 

7:30pm NA- in 

multipurpose room   

 

9 10 

10:15am NA- in 

multipurpose 

room 

 

11 

10:30am Service  

 

2:30pm BAC 

12 13 

7pm Spirits and 

Spirituality  

 

14 15 

6:30pm-8:15pm 

NarAnon- in Sunday 

School Classroom 

 

7:30pm NA- in 

multipurpose room   

 

16 17 

10:15am NA- in 

multipurpose 

room 

 

18 

10:30am Service  

 

2:30pm BAC 

19 

Church Council 

Meeting 

6:30pm  

20 

7pm Spirits and 

Spirituality  

 

21 22 

6:30pm-8:15pm 

NarAnon- in Sunday 

School Classroom 

 

7:30pm NA- in 

multipurpose room   

 

23 24 

10:15am NA- in 

multipurpose 

room 

 

25 

10:30am Service  

 

2:30pm BAC 

26 27 

7pm Spirits and 

Spirituality  

 

28 29 

6:30pm-8:15pm 

NarAnon- in Sunday 

School Classroom 

 

7:30pm NA- in 

multipurpose room   

 

30  
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Faith UCC Zoom Meetings – APRIL 2021 

 
Date  Event    Time   Meeting ID #  and  Psw                         
4/1  Maundy Thursday    7:00pm  827 5455 4340 278622 

 

4/4  Sunday Worship    10:30am  868 5394 0971 922838 

 

4/11  Sunday Worship    10:30am  868 5394 0971 922838 

4/13  Spirits and Spirituality     7:00pm  830 3017 7899 447050 

 

4/18  Sunday Worship    10:30am  868 5394 0971 922838 

4/20  Spirits and Spirituality    7:00pm  830 3017 7899 447050 

 

4/25  Sunday Worship    10:30am  868 5394 0971 922838 

4/27  Spirits and Spirituality    7:00pm  830 3017 7899 447050 

 
 

   

To join by computer     

1) Go to Zoom.com  

2) Click "join a meeting" 

3) Put in the number for your meeting and follow computer  

    instructions. (Turn on computer audio and camera) 

 

To join by phone: 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 876 9923 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 

        +1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose) 

        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

 

 

Enter the Meeting ID using the keypad:  

ID: -- Password: -- Then hit "#" 
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How to Access 
SERVICES, SERMONS and BULLETINS 

 
Check us out online!  http://www.faithchurchucc.com/ 

 

  
All Sunday Services are now accessible though Zoom 

 

   
VIDEO SERVICES POSTED 

Check is out on Facebook or YouTube for posted video services. 

 

 
NOTES AND BULLETINS 

We provide PDF version of the bulletins located in our google drive.  Sermon notes are located in the” 

NOTES “ section of our Facebook page.  Please email us at faithchurchucc@verizon.net  to sign up for 

our weekly email list to receive the bulletin and updates. 

http://www.faithchurchucc.com/
https://zoom.us/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKJzseZf31cVRD5wC2AC_0C9J-UUm6M-0
https://www.facebook.com/pg/faithuccbradenton/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLKJzseZf31cVRD5wC2AC_0C9J-UUm6M-0
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YwuCRFh2f68sGV2igPQc-1ItgzzQow0f?fbclid=IwAR2vLvRwWBwOdvmmnh5KYMb6DOhxomY0O3rf1AxM0RCZUwvEmL5R2wGKx6E
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1YwuCRFh2f68sGV2igPQc-1ItgzzQow0f
https://www.facebook.com/pg/faithuccbradenton/notes/?ref=page_internal
mailto:faithchurchucc@verizon.net

