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Faith United Church of Christ 4850 SR 64 E, Bradenton, FL 34208

DE CE MB ER

This is my first Christmas message as Moderator and so
much has happened since the last Christmas Season.
Covid continued to plague us but did not beat us.
Our Pastors Judy and Brian retired.
The interim search committee was successful in
finding a designate-interim pastor who will be with us
in January.
We were able to come together again for church
service.
Sylvia Hull graciously accepted to be our acting
Pastor and she is doing a wonderful job.
We have returned to our monthly fellowship and
birthday celebrations after service.
Your council continues to work hard to keep things
running smoothly. I thank each and every one of

I wish to thank all of you for the cards, calls,
and visits offering me your condolences on
Linda’s passing. She touched so many lives
with kindness and I feel that
kindness returned to me by
the beautiful words you
have expressed to me.
Thank you.
Dorathy
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FROM YOUR MODERATOR

THANK YOU

O P E N

them: Dorathy Gallo, Richard Dilts, Ken Followell,
Pete Cohoon, Sharon Cohoon, Amy VanDell,
Babs Brownell, Sylvia Hull, Marge Kirchner, Faith
Quici, and in memoriam, Linda VanBuskirk.
I want to also thank you, the members of this
church congregation, for your understanding
and patience and support during these past few
months of transition. You are amazing!
Sadly, we have lost some of our church family
but happily we have welcomed some new folks
to our church. We have been through a great
deal of change this year and I am confident that
our resolve will see us through as it has in times
past. “We are a small but mighty church.”
May the spirit of love gently fill our hearts and
homes. In this loveliest of seasons may you find
many reasons for happiness. As the New Year
draws close, I hope it's filled with the promises of
a hopeful tomorrow.
Peace and love, PJ

DECK THE HALLS!
Join us this

This Saturday, November 27
at 10 am
As we decorate the
church for Christmas.
Come get festive! You
can even wear your
ugly sweaters and
holiday hats! And we
will have coffee and
donuts!

Poinsettia Deadline is Sunday, December 5
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5th

CHRISTMAS FUND
Former “Veterans of the
Cross” This December, we join again with
UCC Churches all over the country to take the
Christmas Funds Special Offering. This offering
(formerly known as ”Veterans of the Cross” ) helps
retired ministers and their spouses with both special
assistance (medical expenses, etc..) and
supplemental regular income (especially for those
who served small rural churches with small
pensions). It is one of the five special UCC offerings
we take up per year. You
can contribute to this fund
any Sunday in December,
and please remember to
mark your donations with
the name of the cause.
Thank You.

‘ROUND THE GROUNDS:
The well pump was repaired and the irrigation
system was updated and is fully operational. We will
no longer have to drag hoses and buckets to make
sure our plants, shrubs and lawns get proper
watering.
New security cameras were purchased and
installed. This gives us clear vision of the entire
property.
Gutters and downspouts were professionally
cleaned out and repaired and they will be
maintained on a 6-month schedule.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to all. We’ll
see ya ‘Round the Grounds’ next year.
-

PJ

Christmas Love Offering
This month, we are collecting for our annual Christmas Love Offering. This is simply a
monetary gift given, collected and distributed to our hard working staff and
volunteers at Christmas time to say “Thank you!” If you would like to make a
donation, please indicate it is for the “Love Offering” on your offering envelope or
check when sending that in this month. Thank you.

CHURCH COUNCIL 2021
If you are interested in participating on the church council for next
year, please contact Moderator, PJ Widerman.

CHURCH HAPPENINGS

WORSHIP

Poinsettias

VOLUNTEERS

Poinsettias are $8 this year and come from Kiwanis Club. Payment
and orders are due by Sunday, Dec 5. Order forms are in your weekly
bulletin or can be mailed to you if you contact the church office and
request it to be mailed. There is an order form included in this issue of
The Follower. Thank you!

Christmas Fellowship
Join us after service on Sunday,
December 19 for some Christmas
themed fellowship and
refreshments.

Christmas Love Offering
This month, we are collecting for our annual Christmas Love Offering.
This is simply a monetary gift given, collected and distributed to our
hard working staff and volunteers at Christmas time to say “Thank
you!” If you would like to make a donation, please indicate it is for
the “Love Offering” on your offering envelope or check when
sending that in this month. Thank you.

Office will be closed
The office will be closed for Christmas on Friday, Dec 24 and for New
Years on Friday, Dec 31.

Undercoating the Church
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for DECEMBER
Dec 5, 2021
Scripture:

Council Member

Dec 12, 2021
Scripture:

Sue Card

Dec 19, 2021
Scripture:

Joanne Hilton
Dahlgren

Dec 26, 2021
Scripture:

Joan Sheehan

If you would like to read
scripture, please let us know!
You can sign up by emailing:
faithchurchucc@verizon.net

Saturday, Jan 8 at 10am. Come and help us put Christmas away for
next year. We will have a good time as we clean up. We may even
whistle while we work.

THANK YOU!

Financial Snapshot

Thank you to all who have helped in giving generous
donations to Habitat for Humanity in the month of
November. You are changing lives!

Oct 2021

OPPORTUNITY TO SERVE: Tech Team:

Stewardship 2022

Have you always wanted to get involved in Hollywood? Now is your
chance! We are looking for volunteers for the tech team to help with
Zoom, screens, video, and sound. We can train you! Please contact
the church office if interested.

Remember to keep your church
pledge in mind as you prepare your
New Year’s budget. We are grateful
that you remember the church in your
giving.

Giving Credit 2021
Last day for 2021 giving credit is
December 31.

2021-DUE- PER CAPITA
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As we close out the year, it is the perfect time to catch up in your Per Capita. Per Capita is $15 per
person donation for members which is sent to support the National and State UCC. This is particularly
important now as we enter into a search for a new Pastor. The Florida Conference Staff along with the
National office will guide us through the process of finding highly qualified candidates who understand
the unique nature of the United Church of Christ.

SAM (Social Action
and Missions):

FAITH PRESCHOOL
Wendi McKeithen, Director
A note from Faith Preschool…

December is:
Canned meat
Our local food pantries are critically low on
food, and we still want to be a help.

PICK UP
1. We will be happy to come to your home
and pick up your items!

DROP OFF
2. You can deliver to church during office
hours.

SHIPPED
3. You can purchase groceries online and
have them delivered right to the food bank
address. Call Meals on Wheels for more info
at: 941-747-4655

MONETARY DONATIONS
4. You can send contributions directly to
Meals On Wheels at 811 23rd Avenue East,
Bradenton 34208. And through this link:
https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsp
lus/one-time-donation/

We hope that everyone will have a wonderful
Thanksgiving with family and friends!
The children have started practicing their songs for
their upcoming holiday program. We have decided
to combine our holiday program and “Pancake
Breakfast with Santa” fundraiser this year. It will be
held at Faith UCC on Saturday, December 4th. The
children will sing for their families on stage at 9:00 AM
and after their performance, they will get a chance
to see Santa and get their picture taken with him. The
“Pancake Breakfast” fundraiser will be held after the
children’s performance. To keep this event small, we
are only opening it up to our Faith Preschool families
this year.
We will be closed from December 20– January 6
for our winter break.

Faith Preschool wishes everyone a
“Merry Christmas and a Blessed
New Year!”

JUST FOR LAUGHS:
Last night, my wife asked me if I’d seen the dog
bowl. I said, “I didn’t know he could”.
Do not let them take your temperature going
into the grocery store! It’s a scam! They’re
erasing your memory: I went for bread and
eggs and came home with Ice Cream and
Snickers.

DECEMBER 2021- ZOOM
We are offering Zoom for the following
services
December 5, 12, 19, 24 (Christmas Eve)
and 26
Sunday Worship
10:30am
Meeting ID: 868 5394 0971
Password: 922838
To join by computer
1) Go to Zoom.com
2) Click "join a meeting"
3) Put in the number for your meeting and follow
computer instructions.
(Turn on computer audio and camera)

Some Tips for Coping
with Grief at the
Holidays
Sometimes the holidays are not so holly and jolly
especially if you have lost someone close to you.
Here are few tips from the Vitas Healthcare site
that may be helpful. Remember you are loved
and you will make it through one step at a time.
It’s ok to enjoy this time as well as grieve.
-

Set realistic expectations for yourself.

-

Surround yourself with people who love
and support you.

-

Despite the temptation, try to avoid
“canceling” the holiday. It is OK to avoid
some circumstances that you don’t feel
ready to handle, but don't isolate
yourself.

-

Allow yourself to feel joy, sadness, and
anger – allow yourself to grieve.

-

Draw comfort from doing for others.

-

Take care of yourself.

-

Create a new tradition or ritual that
accommodates your current situation.

-

The most important thing to remember is
there is no right or wrong way to
celebrate the holiday season after the
death of a loved one. The best coping
mechanism for the first holiday season is
to plan ahead, get support from others
and take it easy.

To join by phone:
Dial by your location
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 876 9923 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 408 638 0968 US (San Jose)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
Enter the Meeting ID using the keypad:
ID: -- Password: -- Then hit "#"

https://www.griefshare.org/

“A Season of Grief”
daily emails- sign up below.
https://www.griefshare.org/dailyemails
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DECEMBER 2021
SUN

MON

TUE

WED
1

THU

FRI

2
3
6:30pm-8:15pm
NarAnon- in Sunday
School Classroom

SAT
4
9am Preschool
Holiday Event

7:30pm NA- in
multipurpose room
5
6
7
10:30am Service with HOA board
Communion
meeting - Inlets

8

Poinsettia Orders
are due

2:30pm BAC

19
10:30am Service
Christmas Fund
Collection

13
Council
Meeting
6:30pm

14

15

Reminder
Annual
Reports DUE
NEXT MONTH

10:30am Service with
Communion
2:30pm BAC

Apostolic
Conference
8am-2pm

16
17
FOLLOWER
6:30pm-8:15pm
NarAnon- in Sunday REMINDER
School Classroom
Poinsettias
7:30pm NA- in
Arrive
multipurpose room

18
10:15am NA- in
multipurpose
room
Apostolic
Pastor’s dinner
5pm-9pm

22

23
24
25
6:30pm-8:15pm
Christmas Eve
NarAnon- in Sunday
Christmas Day
School Classroom Church office
is Closed for
Christmas Day
7:30pm NA- in
multipurpose room

27

28

29

30
31
Jan 1
6:30pm-8:15pm
New Year’s Eve New Year’s
NarAnon- in Sunday
Day
School Classroom Church office
is closed for
New Year’s
7:30pm NA- in
multipurpose room

Jan 3

Jan 4

Jan 5

Jan 6 - Epiphany

2:30pm BAC
Jan 2

11
10:15am NA- in
multipurpose
room

6pm Harbor
Walk HOA
meeting
20
21
Preschool
Break
Dec 20th-Jan 6

Christmas
Fellowship after
service
2:30pm BAC
26
10:30am Service
Christmas Fund
Collection

10
Apostolic
Conference
6:30pm-8:15pm
NarAnon- in Sunday 5pm-9pm
School Classroom
7:30pm NA- in
multipurpose room

2:30pm BAC
12
10:30am Service
Christmas Fund
(previously Veterans
of the Cross) Mission
Moment

9

Preschool Resumes
6:30pm NarAnon
7:30pm NA

Jan 7

Jan 8
10am
Un-decorate the
Church

