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FROM THE PASTOR’S 

DESK: Free Advertising  

Two times a year, God gets free advertising. The 

Christian holidays of Christmas and Easter are 

Federal holidays. Thanks to Jesus, even non-

believers get a day off from work. Stores change 

their displays. Cities proudly decorate with 

cherished symbols of our faith. Music stations 

play some of the same music we find in our 

church hymnals. Television stations have overtly 

religious programs.     

 

For the 6 weeks (or more) prior to Christmas, our 

Savior’s birth goes mainstream. Admittedly, 

Jesus has a little competition with the dude in 

the red suit, but we take what we can get.   

Jesus, we know, grew in wisdom and stature 

and in favor with God and people (Luke 2:52). 

The baby didn’t stay a baby. He grew up, got a 

group of followers and changed the course of 

human history. That’s where we come in.  

Here we are in 2022, Jesus’ followers trying to 

live out what He taught us: Love God and 

others, help the poor, respect everyone, accept 

everyone, speak for those who can’t speak for 

themselves, and show others what true 

community looks like.   

 

This is our opportunity to say a word about the 

Savior we follow. This is a chance to invite 

people to a Christmas Eve service. It’s free.   

It’s a lot of pressure, this free advertising. It 

means we have live out what we proclaim. 

Otherwise the free advertising Jesus gets 

becomes a bait and switch tactic. What they 

see in Jesus is not lived out among His followers. 

May it not be so among us.  

 

I hope that you’ll take advantage of the 

opportunity to bring someone with you to a 

worship service this month, and especially the 

Christmas Eve service. It’s going to be a 

wonderful time of music, story, sermon and 

special surprises.   

 

Merry Christmas!  

Todd   

 

 

A Little About Advent:  
    The Advent season is a four week period before Christmas that 

celebrates the anticipation and coming of Jesus Christ, the 

Messiah. The origin of "advent" is from the Latin word adventus 

which simply translates "coming" or "arrival". Not only is the Christian 

meaning for preparation and celebration of the coming of Jesus 

Christ, his birth at Christmas, but also to celebrate the new life when 

someone accepts Jesus Christ as their Savior, and lastly, the 

anticipation of Jesus returning again. May you find time to slow 

down this Christmas season, say "no" to the things that distract you 

from Jesus and say "yes" to the gift that God wants you to 

experience.  

    The four Sundays of Advent each have a specific theme or 

focus. The purpose of each theme is to spend time reflecting on the 

true meaning of the season - the life of Jesus Christ. The goal should 

be to come before God with a sincere heart and to worship Jesus. 

 

The Advent Wreath and Candles- The traditional path Faith Church 

observes each year.  

• The Advent wreath first appeared in Germany in 1839. A Lutheran 

minister working at a mission for children created a wreath out of 

the wheel of a cart. He placed twenty small red candles and four 

large white candles inside the ring. The red candles were lit on 

weekdays and the four white candles were lit on Sundays. Advent 

candles shine brightly in the midst of darkness, symbolizing and 

reminding us that Jesus came as Light into our dark world. The 

candles are often set in a circular Advent wreath. Each candle 

represents something different, The first candle symbolizes hope 

and is called the "Prophet’s Candle." The prophets of the Old 

Testament, especially Isaiah, waited in hope for the Messiah’s 

arrival. 

• The second candle represents faith and is called "Bethlehem’s 

Candle." Micah had foretold that the Messiah would be born in 

Bethlehem, which is also the birthplace of King David. 

• The third candle symbolizes joy and is called the "Shepherd’s 

Candle." To the shepherd’s great joy, the angels announced that 

Jesus came for humble, unimportant people like them, too. In 

liturgy, the color rose signifies joy. 

• The fourth candle represents peace and is called the "Angel’s 

Candle." The angels announced that Jesus came to bring peace--

He came to bring people close to God and to each other again. 

• The (optional) fifth candle represents light and purity and is called 

"Christ’s candle." It is placed in the middle and is lit on Christmas 

Day. 
 
https://www.crosswalk.com/special-coverage/christmas-and-advent/the-

beautiful-meaning-and-purpose-of-advent.html 
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Christmas Love Offering  
This month, we are collecting for our annual Christmas Love Offering. 

This is simply a monetary gift given, collected and distributed to our 

hard working staff and volunteers at Christmas time to say “Thank 

you!” If you would like to make a donation, please indicate it is for the 

“Love Offering” on your offering envelope or check when sending 

that in this month. Thank you.  

 

CHURCH COUNCIL 2022 
If you are interested in participating on the church council for next 

year, please contact Moderator, PJ Widerman.  

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 

MEETING  
Will be on Sunday, January 29 after the morning service. 

Annual Reports Due: January 13th 

 

From Your Moderator  
 
As we say farewell to 2022 and welcome 2023, 

may your Christmas be filled with love, and 

happiness. May the New Year bring health, hope, 

prosperity and promise to you and your family. 

 

PJ Widerman 

 

REMINDERS:  
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W O R S H I P   

VOLUNTEERS  
for DECEMBER 
 
D E C  4 ,  2 0 2 2  
Scripture: PJ Widerman 

 

D E C  1 1 ,  2 0 2 2  
Scripture: Pete Cohoon 

 

D E C  1 8 ,  2 0 2 2  
Scripture: Joan Sheehan  

 

D E C  2 5 ,  2 0 2 2  
NO Christmas Day Service 

 

 

If you would like to read 

scripture, please let us know!  

You can sign up by emailing: 

faithchurchucc@verizon.net 
 

 
 

 

CHURCH HAPPENINGS 
 

HAPPY 95th BIRTHDAY! 
We want to wish Floy Peterson a very happy 95th Birthday on Sunday, 

December 4. We will have a gathering after church that Sunday to 

celebrate. Please bring a birthday card for Floy that day. Thank you!  

 

Potluck: December 11-Holidaze Potluck and Dec. Birthdays 

celebration after church 
    Yes Virginia, the Faith Holidaze Potluck is back!! Always a popular 

food and fellowship event, this year's potluck will be held on Dec. 11 

after the service The sign-up sheet is on a clipboard in the narthex. 

Please also include whether you will bring an entree, salad or side dish; 

we would like to have a variety of food.  Ron and Sheryl will provide 

the entire dessert table and beverages.  We will also celebrate Dec. 

birthdays. Last day to sign up at church or by calling the church office 

or  by calling Sheryl at 941-212-9761 is Thurs. Dec. 8th.  Please join us for 

this wonderful and tasty holiday event! 

 

Women's Breakfast: December 3 Der Dutchman in Sarasota 

Afterwards you may want to shop at their large, fabulous boutique on 

the second floor (elevator available) for gifts and treasures. 

 

 

S&S  
Spirits and Spirituality 6pm, every 2nd Wed of the month at the Beef 

O’Brady’s on Lakewood Ranch Blvd. Must sign up ahead of time! The 

next meeting is on December 14. Hope to see you there!  

 

 

Save the Date 
Un-Decorating Party: On Saturday, January 7 at 10am we 

are calling all organized and helpful people who would like to help 

take down the church Christmas decorations and put them away until 

next year. We will still have fun together and the more people the 

lighter the work.  

Financial Snapshot 
 

OCT 2022 
Income                            $ 12,351.23 

Expense                           $ 9,083.40 

Net Ordinary Income     $ 3.309.11 

 

 

Stewardship 2023 
Remember to keep your church 

pledge in mind as you prepare your 

New Year’s budget. We are grateful 

that you remember the church in your 

giving. 

 

 

Giving Credit 2021 
Last day for 2022 giving credit is 

December 31. 

 

 

 
 Faith United Church of Christ 4850 SR 64 E, Bradenton, FL 34208     |      941-746-8890       |        faithchurchucc.com 

2022-DUE  

PER CAPITA 
As we close out the year, it is the perfect time to catch up in your Per 

Capita. Per Capita is $15 per person donation for members which is 

sent to support the National and State UCC.  This is particularly 

important now as we enter into a search for a new Pastor.  The Florida 

Conference Staff along with the National office will guide us through 

the process of finding highly qualified candidates who understand the 

unique nature of the United Church of Christ.    
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Remember you can still give to the efforts in Ukraine. 

Here is the info below from SAM: 

 

HOW WE CAN HELP THE 

UKRAINIANS: 
 

The United Church of Christ is appealing to their 

members to provide support for refugees and for 

elderly and other vulnerable people who are 

displaced within Ukraine and unable to leave. As a 

member of the ACT Alliance, UCC support is being 

targeted to people most in need through our 

humanitarian relief partners who have a history of 

working in the region. Gifts made to UCC Ukraine 

Relief Fund will provide shelter, food, and other care 

to war refugees and internally displaced people. It 

also will help refugees and asylum seekers from 

African, Middle Eastern and other countries who had 

sought refuge in Ukraine and now are twice 

displaced, as well as other citizens of more than 125 

countries living in Ukraine. 

 

All donations will be deposited into the International 

Disasters fund designated for “Ukraine Relief.” 

Contributions will be used by our partners in the 

areas of greatest need. 

 

Checks can be made payable to the United Church 

of Christ and mailed to : 

 

The United Church of Christ 

PO BOX 71957 

Cleveland, OH, 44194. 
 

Please be sure to note “Ukraine Relief Fund” on your 

check in the memo section. 
 

CHRISTMAS FUND  

Former “Veterans of the 

Cross”   

This December, we join again with UCC Churches 

all over the country to take the Christmas Funds 

Special Offering. This offering (formerly known as 

”Veterans of the Cross” ) helps retired ministers and 

their spouses with both special assistance (medical 

expenses, etc..) and supplemental regular income 

(especially for those who served small rural 

churches with small pensions). It is one of the five 

special UCC offerings we take up per year. We are 

doing special collection Sundays on Dec 11 and 18, 

however you can contribute to this fund any 

Sunday in December, and please remember to 

mark your donations with the name of the cause- 

“Christmas Fund”. Thank You. 
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SAM (Social  

Action and  

Missions): 
 

DECEMBER IS:  
Canned meats 

 
Our local food pantries are critically low on 

food, and we still want to be a help in any way.  

 

PICK UP 

1. We will be happy to come to your home and 

pick up your items!  

 

DROP OFF  

2. You can deliver to church on Sundays or on 

Mondays between 8am-12pm.  

 

SHIPPED 

3. You can purchase groceries online and have them 

delivered right to the food bank address. Call Meals 

on Wheels for more info at: 941-747-4655 

 

MONETARY DONATIONS  

4. You can send contributions directly to Meals On 

Wheels at 811 23rd Avenue East, Bradenton 34208. 

And through this link:  

 

https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-

time-donation/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

FAITH PRESCHOOL 
Wendi McKeithen, Director 

 
We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving with family 

and friends! 

 

We have planned a school-wide field trip to Manatee 

Performing Arts Center on Thursday, December 8, 2022, to 

see Fairy Tale Follies. We all look forward to being together for 

this holiday show. 

 

The children have started practicing their songs for their 

upcoming holiday program. The program will be on Thursday, 

December 15th at 12:00 pm. The children are excited to sing 

songs for their families and enjoy a treat together.  

 

We will be closed from December 21, 2022 – January 9, 2023 

for winter break.  

 

Faith Preschool wishes everyone a 

 

“Merry Christmas and a  

Blessed New Year!” 
 

Wendi McKeithen 

Faith Preschool Director 
 

https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-time-donation/
https://securepayment.link/mealsonwheelsplus/one-time-donation/
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Some Tips for 

Coping with Grief at 

the Holidays 

 
Sometimes the holidays are not so holly 

and jolly especially if you have lost 

someone close to you. Here are few tips 

from the Vitas Healthcare site that may 

be helpful. Remember you are loved and 

you will make it through one step at a 

time. It’s ok to enjoy this time as well as 

grieve.  

 

- Set realistic expectations for 

yourself. 

 

- Surround yourself with people who 

love and support you.  

 

- Despite the temptation, try to 

avoid “canceling” the holiday. It 

is OK to avoid some 

circumstances that you don’t feel 

ready to handle, but don't isolate 

yourself.  

 

- Allow yourself to feel joy, sadness, 

and anger – allow yourself to 

grieve.  

 

- Draw comfort from doing for 

others.  

 

- Take care of yourself.  

 

- Create a new tradition or ritual 

that accommodates your current 

situation.  

 

- The most important thing to 

remember is there is no right or 

wrong way to celebrate the 

holiday season after the death of 

a loved one. The best coping 

mechanism for the first holiday 

season is to plan ahead, get 

support from others and take it 

easy. 

 

 

“A Season of Grief”  

daily emails- sign up below. 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/dailyemails 

 

Special Service of 

Remembrance  
(Also known as Blue Christmas) 

 

Wednesday, December 21  

at 7pm 
Here at Faith 

 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/ 
 

https://www.griefshare.org/dailyemails
https://www.griefshare.org/
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FAITH UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 21, 2022 
 

Present:  Donna Blakey, Barbara Brownell, Sharon Cohoon, 

Dorathy Gallo, Sylvia Hull, Matt Lepinski, Faith Quici, Todd 

Weber, PJ Widerman 

 

Absent:   Janis Groth, Sheryl Overheidt-Smith 

 

Guests:   Peter Cohoon, Judy Cramer, Justin Thomas, Lu 

Tortorici 

 

Call to Order:   The meeting was called to order at 6:25 pm. 

 

Opening Prayer:   Todd Weber opened the meeting with a 

prayer. 

 

Priority Business:    Guest Justin Thomas approached us a few 

months ago about the possibility of purchasing a narrow strip 

(approx. 1 acre) of the church property along the border of 

the Braden River Lake property and running behind the 

Memorial Garden. He is purchasing the vacant lot, located on 

the other side of the current building located to the far side of 

the memorial garden, for the purpose of building a storage 

facility. In order to obtain the approval needed to enlarge the 

size of the structure from his original plan, he needs additional 

acreage.  There were many questions asked during the 

discussion with Mr. Thomas and Council determined we need 

to obtain professional advice before moving forward. 

Barbara Brownell asked if the sale of the property will be of 

benefit to the church. After some discussion, a motion was 

made by Barbara Brownell and seconded by Dorathy Gallo to 

explore any benefits. Barbara will contact John Wentz, a 

commercial realtor, who is a member of Faith UCC for 

consultation. 

 

Review of Calendars: Barbara Brownell stated that the next 

Mission Moment will be on Sunday, December 4th and the 

collection for The Christmas Fund (formerly Veterans of the 

Cross) will take place on Sundays December 11th and 18th. The 

Women’s breakfast will be held on Saturday, December 3rd at 

Der Dutchman. The Christmas Eve service will begin at 7:00 

p.m.  The Prayer Team will not meet in December. The deadline 

for all committee annual reports is January 13th.   

 

Approval of Financial Report:  After review, a motion was made 

by Sylvia Hull and seconded by Barbara Brownell to approve 

the financial report. Motion passed. 

 

Approval of Minutes:   A motion was made by Dorathy Gallo 

and seconded by Sharon Cohoon to approve the minutes of 

the October meeting. Motion passed. 

 

Moderator’s Report:  No Report 

 

Pastor’s Report:  Todd Weber reported that LaTrell Harrison, the 

Florida UCC Conference Associate Minister enjoyed joining our 

service on November 13th. He further stated that there are 

grant funds available through the Florida UCC Conference to 

upgrade AV technology and software.  Matt Lepinski will 

review how we might benefit from applying for these funds.  

Todd reported that he will be away beginning November 28th 

through December 4th, and December 27th through January 1st. 

Sylvia Hull will preach on December 4th and January 1st. 

 

 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Profile Committee:  Judy Cramer stated that preparing a profile 

is a step-by-step process of gathering information as well as 

thoughtful soul searching. The committee is hoping to finalize 

the Profile by mid to late January, 2023. Following completion 

and submission of the Profile, a Pastoral Search Committee will 

begin their process. 

  

Council Positions: The positions of Moderator, Deputy 

Moderator and Events/Fellowship are still open.   

 

2023 Budget. Sabina Prather has offered to be the church 

representative to the UCC Florida Conference. 

As we plan more activities and better ways of communication 

with the Congregation, there needs to be office staff for at 

least 25 hours per week. Faith Quici will prepare a job 

description to be listed on the Indeed website.  All applications 

will be submitted to Judy Cramer’s email address. Judy will 

review for the appropriate applications. 

 

Church Insurance:  PJ Widerman reported that she is working 

on obtaining insurance proposals. Our current premiums are 

very high. 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Relationship with other churches:  There was a discussion about 

approaching The Congregational UCC to discuss the possibility 

of sharing resources. Barbara Brownell and Sylvia Hull will follow 

up.  

Letter from Floy Peterson:   Floy wrote a letter to Council with 

some very good suggestions. She reminded us that we should 

better communicate with the congregation to talk about their 

“hopes and dreams for Faith Church.” She also said “we need 

to ‘pledge and plan,’ as this is the way we pay the bills for the 

church next year.” The suggestion to ‘pledge and plan’ will be 

the theme for our upcoming Stewardship drive. 

 

Annual Reports:  Due to Faith by January 13th. 

 

Christmas Eve Service: Begins at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Christmas Remembrance Service: The service will be held on 

Wednesday, December 21st, at 7:00 p.m. This service is 

intended to provide a spiritual place for anyone experiencing 

a difficult time during the holidays. Flyers announcing this 

service will be distributed to the congregation, NA and AA 

groups, the preschool and the HOA groups who meet at our 

church.          

                                                                

Congregational Meeting.  At the December Council Meeting 

we will finalize the presentation for the annual congregational 

report in January. 

 

Adjournment: A motion was made, by Dorathy Gallo and 

seconded by Sylvia Hull to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 p.m. 

 

Closing Prayer. Sylvia Hull  

 

Next Meeting: December 19, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. 
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“Take, Lord, and receive all my liberty, my memory, my understanding, and my entire will, all I have and 

call my own. You have given all to me. To you, Lord, I return it. Everything is yours; do with it what you will. 

Give me only your love and your grace; that is enough for me.” - Prayer of Saint Ignatius Loyola 

 

Dear Family and Friends of Faith United Church of Christ, 

 

As we approach the end of 2022, your Council has turned to the task of budgeting for 2023.  

 

We have worked hard over the past year to lower our expenses. However, we continue to face some shortfall. 

As we seek to grow and answer God’s call, this will require our investment with both our spiritual and financial 

gifts. 

 

As we invest in the future of Faith UCC, will you prayerfully consider your PLEDGE so that we may PLAN 

realistic goals for 2023. We are extremely grateful for your past generosity and do not take lightly the sacrifice 

it may have taken. If you have already submitted your pledge, we thank you. 

 

Our little church has been mighty in life changing work and I know we can continue to be strong in our path 

with God.  

 

Peace and Love, 

 

Your Church Council – Donna Blakey, Barbara Brownell, Sharon Cohoon, 

                                         Dorathy Gallo, Janis Groth, Sylvia Hull,  

                                         Matt Lepinski, Sheryl Overheidt-Smith     

                                         PJ Widerman 
 

Pledge           Plan           

December 11 

https://eslforequality.com/2017/03/13/u-s-money/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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DECEMBER 2022 
 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    1 2 
7-9pm Prayer 
BAC 
 

3 
9am Women’s 
Breakfast  Der 
Dutchman in 
Sarasota 
 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

4 
Service with 
Communion  
95th Birthday 
Celebration for Floy 
 
Poinsettia Orders 
Due! 
 
Mission Moment for 
Christmas Fund 
 
2:30pm BAC 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
 

8 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in 
Sunday School 
Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

9 
7-9pm Prayer 
BAC 
 
 

10 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 
 

11 
10:30am Service 
Collection for 
Christmas Fund  
 
Holidaze Potluck 
and Dec. Birthdays 
celebration after 
church 

 
2:30pm BAC 

12 
 
  

13 
San Casciano 
HOA 7pm  

14 
Spirits and 
Spirituality 
6pm – Beef 
O’ Brady’s 
LWR 

15 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in 
Sunday School 
Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

16 
7-9pm Prayer 
BAC 
 

17 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 
 

18 
10:30am Service 
Collection for 
Christmas Fund 
 
2:30pm BAC 

19 
Public School 
starts Winter 
Break  
 
6:30pm  
Council 
Meeting  
 
 

20 
 

21 
Service of 
Remembrance  

 
Preschool  
on break  
Dec 21-Jan 9 
 

22 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in 
Sunday School 
Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

23 
7-9pm Prayer 
BAC 
 
  

24 
Christmas Eve 
Service at 7pm 
 
10:15am NA- in 
multipurpose 
room 
 

25 
Christmas Day 
No Service Today 
 
2:30pm BAC 

26 
 

27 28 
 

29 
6:30pm-8:15pm 
NarAnon- in 
Sunday School 
Classroom 
 
7:30pm NA- in 
multipurpose room   
 

30 
7-9pm Prayer 
BAC 
 
Last Day for 
Giving Credit 
for 2022 

31 
New Year’s 
 Eve 

Faith United Church of Christ 4850 SR 64 E, Bradenton, FL 34208     |      941-746-8890       |        faithchurchucc.com 


